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Introducing children to the wonders of making their own books, the 18 projects are innovative and

interactive and includes a time capsule with pages to be cut open in the future. Each project is

shown in full colour.
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I enjoy arts and crafts and have ever since I was a kid. My mother was a working artist with an MA

in studio arts and art education, and she had a genius for running a three ring circus in her own art

classes. At any one time she could have up to two or three projects going for anything from K-12,

college classes, private lessons, and special ed groups. Although she didn't actually teach me "art"

her example, and encouragement, and the availability of almost every conceivable art material at

home gave me an opportunity to try almost every medium. Ms Diehn is probably one of the few

authors on arts and crafts that even remotely compares with my mother's influence. Making Books

that Fly, Fold, Wrap, Hide, Pop Up, & Turn is a marvelous example of a how-to book that not only

gives one ideas but encourages one to come up with them on ones own as well. It's exuberance

also encourages the learner to "go ahead and try it!" It combines information on how to do it, with

history on the evolution of books and book art. The author gives simple instructions that any person

who can read can understand and illustrations that are understandable enough that the pre-literate

individual may put the instructions to work with only a little help. More than anything the author has



instilled a sense that art is a process, a fun process; it is what artists do. Like most processes, art is

also something one experiences; it's a feeling. Like my mother, she shows that there are no real

"rules" about what makes something a work of art; when one gets right down to it, art is just as the

old hackneyed phrase has it, "just what you like." There is probably nothing worse than an art

teacher who disparages the creativity of the students in her charge.
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